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Graduations are happening all across 

the Nation, and I can’t help but won-
der, what sort of world will our grad-
uates be entering? What will happen to 
the class of 2011? 

Under the Republican budget plan, 
graduates are entering a world with job 
losses and stifled economic growth. 
Under the Republican legislative agen-
da, graduates are entering a world in 
which Big Oil is given a free pass, a 
free pass to ‘‘drill, baby, drill’’ with 
limited safety regulations and a free 
pass to drill with limited environ-
mental safeguards. 

Under the Republican-controlled 
House, new graduates are entering into 
a world in which their elected officials 
waste time and energy trying to repeal 
meaningful health care reform. Health 
care reform is creating jobs for the 
class of 2011. Thousands of students 
will be trained in the health care field. 
Don’t repeal their jobs in health care. 
Leave ObamaCare alone. Leave their 
jobs alone. 

A new graduate doesn’t care about 
personal crusades lawmakers wage 
against women’s rights and abortion. 
They care about jobs. They care about 
our Nation’s future. They care about 
their future. Instead of political games, 
the time has come to focus on jobs. The 
time has come to focus on our Nation’s 
future. 

As States all across the Nation are 
facing severe fiscal problems, let’s stop 
focusing on ways to end Medicare as we 
know it and ways to destroy the social 
support network that has taken gen-
erations to build in our country. Our 
seniors need Medicare. It is the safety 
net and infrastructure all seniors need 
as they grow older. Seniors are living 
longer. They get their prescription 
drugs, they can play with their grand-
children, and they are thriving under 
Medicare. Leave Medicare alone. 

I propose that from now until Au-
gust, each of us here in this Chamber 
come to Washington remembering the 
mandate from our constituents: focus 
on jobs, jobs, jobs. I don’t care what 
kind of tea you party with. I don’t care 
who your Presidential candidate is. I 
don’t care how much press you garner. 
Join me in focusing on jobs, jobs, jobs. 

Let’s rebuild our manufacturing 
base, let’s keep our beaches clean, and 
let’s make it in America. Make it in 
America, baby, and create jobs, jobs, 
jobs. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE, JOBS, AND 
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, a gallon of gas is over $4, 
heading to $5. The average family 
spends $2,200 more on gas than they did 
2 years ago. Fourteen million Ameri-
cans are out of work and wondering 
how they are going to put food on the 
table. America’s infrastructure is 

crumbling. A quarter of our bridges are 
structurally deficient. 

The American Society of Civil Engi-
neers says all our infrastructure needs 
are going to cost over $2 trillion for 
roads, bridges, water, sewer systems, 
airports, locks and dams. Where will 
we find the money? 

Well, we send $100 billion each day to 
foreign nations for oil. OPEC exerts 
control over world oil prices and wants 
it to be $200 per barrel. We are 60 per-
cent dependent on foreign oil, and 
climbing. As a country, we waste 20 to 
40 percent of our energy in inefficient 
buildings and factories. 

Mr. Speaker, we want clean air and 
water. We want to see our highways 
and bridges fixed. We want clean power 
plants, lower energy prices, and don’t 
pollute our environment. But where 
will the money come from? 

Today, my colleagues and I on the 
Energy Working Group are introducing 
the Infrastructure, Jobs, and Energy 
Independence Act, a bipartisan bill 
that for the first time brings forward a 
comprehensive plan to rebuild Amer-
ica, take back our energy future, and 
create millions of jobs. We can become 
energy independent, we can create 
these jobs, and we can do it all without 
raising taxes or adding to the national 
debt. 

How? Well, America has enough off-
shore reserves to replace all oil im-
ports from Venezuela and Saudi Arabia 
for the next 80 years and enough clean 
natural gas to power industry for the 
next 63 years. Yet the drilling morato-
rium means that instead of using our 
own resources to grow jobs, we are sup-
porting the economies of unstable re-
gimes that want to do us harm. 

Our plan opens the door to the safe, 
responsible expansion of energy pro-
duction off our coasts, where there is $8 
trillion worth of economic output in oil 
and gas reserves offshore. Over 20 
years, that translates to between $2.5 
trillion and $3.7 trillion in new Federal 
revenues, from lease rights and royal-
ties, without raising taxes. 

That is $440 billion for infrastructure 
of our roads and bridges; $330 billion 
that we will invest in renewable energy 
sources and buildings and transpor-
tation; $220 billion for clean coal tech-
nology; $88 billion for environmental 
restoration to clean up our lakes, bays, 
rivers and streams; $66 billion in en-
ergy conservation; $110 billion for car-
bon-free technology and nuclear energy 
development; $66 billion to rebuild our 
water and sewer systems in small 
towns and big cities all across Amer-
ica; $44 billion for LIHEAP; and $660 
billion for States that are producing; 
and also several hundred billion to pay 
down the national debt. 

Mr. Speaker, there is a plan for jobs 
and energy in America, and this is the 
plan that estimates are will create 
about 1 million jobs each year, new 
jobs in building highways and bridges, 
new jobs in developing our energy re-
sources. And we can do it all. 

I ask my colleagues to support the 
Infrastructure, Jobs, and Energy Inde-

pendence Act. Let’s rebuild America, 
let’s create jobs without raising taxes, 
let’s stop borrowing from foreign na-
tions, let’s pay down our national debt, 
let’s stop buying from OPEC, and let’s 
use our rules and our laws to make 
sure we do all of this in a way that is 
environmentally sound so we can cre-
ate jobs and have energy independence 
for this and the next generation. 

f 

TAPPING AMERICA’S INGENUITY 
AND CAN-DO SPIRIT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. I want to 
thank my friend and colleague, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, for his 
leadership, for his vision, and for the 
understanding that the American peo-
ple sent us here to do America’s work. 
Not one party’s work, not ideological 
rigidness, but the idea to come to-
gether; that this Nation’s bounty in 
terms of energy reserves and mineral 
resources, if used wisely and safely and 
reinvested in this Nation’s future, can 
produce what we know needs to be 
done: strengthening our national secu-
rity by making sure we control our en-
ergy destiny, making sure we control 
our economy, and making sure there’s 
stability in where that energy comes 
from so that American families and 
businesses aren’t forced through the 
ups and downs at the whims of nations 
that hate us. 

We spend billions, hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars sending it to those na-
tions that hate us. Heck, they’ll hate 
us for free. And we can keep those jobs 
at home, we can keep the money at 
home, and we can invest. It’s not an ei-
ther/or proposition. Taking the royal-
ties that belong to this Nation’s peo-
ple, allowing them to be gained, to be 
expanded, and to be done in a respon-
sible manner is something everybody 
in this House wants. We can take those 
resources and reinvest them. 

I am proud to come from southern 
Minnesota, a place where innovation is 
the air we breathe. We have the Mayo 
Clinic; we are the fourth leading pro-
ducer of wind power; we are the leading 
producer of biofuels; we have the larg-
est agricultural production; and we 
have good small employers manufac-
turing at home. That vision can be one 
that we control our destiny. 

There is a group of us together, 
Democrats and Republicans, intro-
ducing something that can become law, 
that can do these things, that can rein-
vest in infrastructure, that can rein-
vest in conservation, that can make 
sure that we control our destiny. And 
the things that happen with dictators 
in the Middle East, the importance 
goes down. We control those things. We 
can do it. It’s going to be on the floor 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to join this piece of legisla-
tion. It is visionary. It is a compromise 
to get to there. It can work. It adds 
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